
Timeshare - an investment
in leisure
Timeshare holidav accommodation is one 0l the
fastest-growing sectors of the worldwide hospitality industry
by Cather ne Taylor

Trn eshdrF ownershp hJ. moled oulolrh.
I  l rdrurn'and nrorhc2lstrenturvwirh

adoube dqi iannua orowth rate durnq thc
past two decades Gold Coast based ndlslry
leaders Lnc ude Tr€ndw€st Cassc H0 days
Accor Pr€m er Vacat on Club (APVC) and RC

th€ Auslraian arm of R€sorls Condominunr
nterfationa. lhe word s Larq€st tmeshare
exchange Trendwesland APVCw lspend nrore
than $100 m lononprope(yacq'rsi tons n

T rneshaf€ is one orfte hsteslqrow nq seclors
olrhe lnt€rnatona hosp ta ty industry Annua
ho day oMershrp sales are estmated lo erceed
$94 b lon. tsl males show 1 meshare conlr bules
Sl50 m lontot l reAustraianeconomycachyear
Tm€share ownels hav€ a lthe benelts oi a vacato
ham€ \rJlthoullhe yearround cosls

The Auslral an I meslure nduslry empoys around
4000 peopl€. aboLt2500 Gold Coasl based Ths
re! on boasts l4 tmeshare spec iic propeti€s
AuslraLa has 120 t m€share resorts wth 140 000
tirneshare owners occupyin!l I 50.000 timeshar€
weekseach year Ths gen€rated morelhan
$300.000 m I on n timeshare sal€s wth n
Austraia asl year T meshare occupafcy runs at
97 per cenl wh l€ mosl hotelsoperaleal arolnd
76 per c€nt The global !nduslry s estimated t0
erceed $15 b lon

Trendwesl Soulh PacfLc s parlalCendant
Corporation alloba r€sidenua rea estale an(j
trave service provder CendanlTmeshare Resod
Group boasts 750 000 rnernb€rs Trendw€stSouth
Pac lc recenty purchased South€m Cross Su t€s

a 120 roorn Sydney apaitment comp ex

APVC recenUy rnoved to purpose bultcorporate
headquarGrs in BobnaTown Cenlre RClPaclic
recenly aunclred staleoneol a Folowlhe Sun
cal cenlre to seftice Norlh Anrercan members
aiter business hours Awnq ofRClPaci l ics
Bunda 0lTce vras transiormed to accommodat€ a
team ol48 op€rators lfore slalJwilj0n lheleam

I m€share qiv€s people thc opportuntyt0
purchase bocks oftime orredeemabe p0nts
lor useal morethan 5400 resorts n atroul100
caunlres around lhe u/or d

Saoketn Ooes Soxes has been $irhasdl bt teatlrnA
tn$hee at.up hcndwsl lrth Ptulc. n a deal lhal
opens the way tu a chanqe to nE E.rtey apaftnenl

tnd hotel na'kel

The industry is h ghly regulated by Ausiralan

S€cur lies and Investmenl Cornmission (ASIC) and

the Auslralian Timeshare and Holiday Owiersrrip

CounclAIH0C (a nol lorprofil induslry body

eslahlished n 94lo represenl nduslry nleresls

and work toward b€sl pracnce)

"Timeshare owners are more
likely to spend more money In
the areas they visit because
they have already paid for
their accommodation. They

also tend to spend more time
in lhe one area," she says.

ATHOC lencralmanager Laura Yourqer says
I fn€share ownersh p fras chanled dram?l caly

s ince lor  q nated n lhe 1960s Thequa v0r
lheproduclconlnuest0 mproveashosDlal ly
l€aders and rcspected ndepend€n1 deve opers
introduce nnovat ve desiqns and c0ncepts l0

areadyhgh mduslry slandards MsYounger says

"Mastconsumers successlu y lrade I me and

compla nls arevrrlualy nonetsleni Tm€share
is the way mi lons 0i larnilres around the wfi d

secrre a ll€lime olluxury hdftys al loday s

pr[es I nreshare apanrnenlsare home a\,/ay lroir
home Holday orn€rship provdes the space and
llexblly neededlo eas y accornmoaale jam es
and larqertrave nll partes she says

L4sYoufger says trmeshare ownersano gues$

spend alroul $91 m Inn n commun 1es annua y

'T meshare owners are more Lke Y lo
sp€nd rnore morrey n llre areas they v s I
because they hav€ already pa d lor lhe r
accommodaton Tl rey as0t€fd 10 spend more
lme n th€ one area she says

Ms Yorng€r sayslhe purchasc process ssLrnpe
T m€share buyers make a one lrne purchase

ollurnshed resorl accommodaUon al a lract[n
0lvrhoe own€rshp cosls They payrn annual
mainlenancelee Each ho day olvnerslr p resort
aparlflrenl is dvded nto ntervals Thesc n1€rva s
can b€ week y or a po nls equvalenl P0inls are
soldseparaley, shesaYS.

'The accornmodal on price var es In acc0roance
wilh a number 0l lactors inc udinq unl s7c f€sort
amenles, ocation and season Tlre purchaser

owns lhe holday accommodation iorlhe amount
oltirne they dan t0 use il lyp caly one 0r lwo

' I  meshare owners have a thebenef ts0Ta
vacal on home w thoul lhe yearroufd costs
Alocaled times (ca ed ntervah) mplesllre
prop€r ly  saivsbe n lme Severa typesoj
nterva s are avaiab e Th€se nc ude Ixed

Tm€share lruyers rnak€ a one lme purcnase 0r
lurnslred res0rl accomrnodation ata fracl of 0l

'F xed I me nreans lhe ownersn p per00s are
fred bydale Foatrnq lme mlr lesown€rshp
s unreslr cled exceptior alocated I xed weeks
Seascna ty may mpacl on avaiab 1y dependin0
on lhe 0ca1on olthe resor1 lvlosl resorls have
hiqh rnedum and owseasons

Austraian tmeshare sconsder€d a managed
nveslrnent and musl fieeithe requ remefls 0l tne
Manaqed nveslmenls Act and the Corporalons
Ac12001 Tmeshare s ASCloverned anc mLrs l
compywilh the managed nvestm€nlacl llul t s
nol an investment product; timeslrar€ isa ileslyle
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